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THE NEW YORK AVANT-GARDE ARTS FESTIVAL 

Variations Theatre Group, Inc (VTG) is proud to announce the 2nd (2) annual New York Avant-Garde Arts Festival. The New York Avant-Garde Arts Festival is part of VTG’s core mission: to provide an opportunity for artists in all mediums to develop new, fresh work..
Selected pieces will receive a showing at the beautiful Hudson Guild Theatre in Chelsea, Manhattan beginning the week of June 11th, 2012. During the course of two (2) weeks, each piece will have an opportunity to impress both audiences and a panel of judges composed of esteemed professionals from the entertainment world. There will be three (3) official rounds of the festival, with winners of each round chosen by a combination of audience and judges’ votes. Additionally, a few pieces that the judges have agreed deserve another chance will compete on Wild Card Night for the last spot in the final round.  
Variations Theatre Group defines a “submittable piece” as any medium that can be given a proper showing in a 30-minute time slot. These include, but are not limited, to short one-act plays, performance art, cabaret acts, improv troupes, comedy acts, dance pieces or short films. Pieces should be engaging, daring, and “push the envelope.” Ideal pieces would be those that deal with the human condition in an innovative manner! 
The winning piece will receive a grand prize of $1,000.00. Individual awards will be given out for each medium at the closing ceremony. The awards ceremony and final performances will be on June 23rd, 2012. 

There is a possibility that selected shows will be webcast through subscription channels and would also be shown later through youtube.com in a video subscription channel. We would like to stress that VTG pays a good deal of attention in obtaining publicity for the festival through social media, subject to rules and constraints from various professional unions. 

Submissions: There is NO FEE to submit an application for consideration in the festival. You may submit up to two (2) applications for the festival. Submissions will only be accepted online to submissions@variationstheatregroup.com. Please include a completed application form and a copy of your script or description of your piece. All submissions must be received by 5pm on Friday, April 13th, 2011. 

If your piece is chosen to participate in the festival there is a NON-REFUNDABLE production fee of $300.00, to be paid immediately upon acceptance.  This cost will help defray some of the expenses such as publicity and space rental. In addition, each production will receive two (2) complimentary tickets to the Awards Ceremony/Final Performance. 

Please note: All groups are responsible for producing their own individual pieces. However, Variations Theatre Group will assist with finding actors, directors, and any technical assistants needed.  

Name of Show: ____________________________

THE NEW YORK AVANT-GARDE ARTS FESTIVAL 

General Application Form:

Title of Show: ___________________________

Contact Person:___________________

Category (I.E. Play, Performance Art, Film, etc.) : _____________________________
Running Time (Circle One):
15 Minutes
20 Minutes
25 Minutes
30 Minutes
Other: ____

Number of Participants:
Male: ____
Female: ____



Number of Staff/Crew: ____

Please provide a brief synopsis/description of your piece:

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Point of Contact (POC) Information:

(The point of contact is the individual who will be responsible for all information for this play. This will be the person VTG will continue to contact if your play is chosen. Please note: You are more than welcome to change the point of contact in writing once your play is accepted, but must notify the festival directors of any change.)
Name: ______________________________________
Address: ___________________________________

City: ___________________________ State: __________ Zip Code: ____________________

Telephone: ______________________ Cell: ____________________ Email: ___________________________

(Variations Theatre Group Use Only)
THE NEW YORK AVANT-GARDE ARTS FESTIVAL 

Specific Information Form:

Title of Piece: ______________________________


Playwright/Creator:_____________________

Technical Crew: _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Company/Producing Organization: ____________________________________________________________

Cast Members: _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

By signing below, I certify that I have read and understand this application and the General Application Information, and that the information that I have provided is true to the best of my knowledge. 

Signature: _____________________________
Print Name: _____________________
Date: ________

Variations Theatre Group, Inc (VTG) is proud to announce the 2nd (2) annual New York Avant-Garde Arts Festival. The New York Avant-Garde Arts Festival is part of VTG’s core mission: to provide an opportunity for artists in all mediums to develop new, fresh work. 

Selected pieces will receive a showing at the beautiful Hudson Guild Theatre in Chelsea, Manhattan beginning the week of June 11th, 2012. During the course of two (2) weeks, each piece will have an opportunity to impress both audiences and a panel of judges composed of esteemed professionals from the entertainment world. There will be three (3) official rounds of the festival, with winners of each round chosen by a combination of audience and judges’ votes. Additionally, a few pieces that the judges have agreed deserve another chance will compete on Wild Card Night for the last spot in the final round.  

Variations Theatre Group defines a “submittable piece” as any medium that can be given a proper showing in a 30-minute time slot. These include, but are not limited, to short one-act plays, performance art, cabaret acts, improv troupes, comedy acts, dance pieces or short films. Pieces should be engaging, daring, and “push the envelope.” Ideal pieces would be those that deal with the human condition in an innovative manner! 

The winning piece will receive a grand prize of $1,000.00. Individual awards will be given out for each medium at the closing ceremony. The awards ceremony and final performances will be on June 23rd, 2012. 

Submissions: There is NO FEE to submit an application for consideration in the festival. You may submit up to two (2) applications for the festival. Submissions will only be accepted online to submissions@variationstheatregroup.com. Please include a completed application form and a copy of your script or description of your piece. All submissions must be received by 5pm on Friday, April 13th, 2011. 

If your piece is chosen to participate in the festival there is a NON-REFUNDABLE production fee of $300.00, to be paid immediately upon acceptance.  This cost will help defray some of the expenses such as publicity and space rental. In addition, each production will receive two (2) complimentary tickets to the Awards Ceremony/Final Performance. 

Please note: All groups are responsible for producing their own individual pieces. However, Variations Theatre Group will assist with finding actors, directors, and any technical assistants needed.  

How did you hear about The New York Avant-Garde Arts Festival ? ________________________________

THE NEW YORK AVANT-GARDE ARTS FESTIVAL 

Submitting Your Piece:
1.) Once again, please email all submissions to submissions@variationstheatregroup.com in either PDF format or Microsoft Word. If you have any issues with this, please contact us directly. 

2.) Please include a cover page that has the following: a.) Name of play, b.) the playwright/writer’s name, c.) the playwright/writer’s contact information. 

3.) Please make sure your pages are numbered. 
Specific Dates: The New York Avant-Garde Arts Festival will be held at The Hudson Guild Theatre (441 W 26th St, NY, NY) between the dates of June 11th, 2012 and June 23rd, 2012. Technical rehearsals will take place starting on the 11th with the First Round beginning on June 13th.  During this First Round of competition, each play will be performed twice. Those chosen to move on to the Semi-Finals will perform once. Wild Card Night will take place on Tuesday, June 19th, 2012. The Awards Ceremony & Final Performances will take place on Saturday, June 22nd, 2012. 
Producing Your Piece: 
1.) Each production must provide its own director, cast, and stage crew. Variations Theatre Group will provide one (1) performance stage manager for the festival.  

Please Note: Variations Theatre Group is not producing your show; rather we are producing the festival as a whole. If your play is accepted, producing your show is your responsibility. You must find space to conduct your own rehearsals. We will provide you with one (1) technical rehearsal in the space that will last for one (1) hour. You will be broken into different color-coded groups based on your first round performances. Your color will be scheduled accordingly in order for you to know which piece will be performed before and after your piece. Each color will consist of a certain number of pieces depending on the total number of selected pieces. The audience attending will see a full group of pieces and then vote at the end of each color/group. 

2.) There will be a basic lighting plot that all the plays will use that is in the festival. You will have access to a CD player. Any additional equipment needed must be supplied by you and pre-approved by VTG. 

3.) VTG will provide all accepted plays a list of props and set pieces that can be used. Any other items, must be supplied by the producing company. These items must be movable and stackable as there is minimal storage available. You will be required to supply a prop list and basic ground plan of your set at least two (2) weeks 
before your scheduled technical rehearsal. VTG reserves the rights to disallow any set pieces due to space concerns or unsafe conditions. Please remember that we will not discriminate against shows that choose to be minimal. This is a festival about pushing the envelope in performance not in spectacle and the focus is on the piec! All props and costumes should arrive at your scheduled tech time and be removed after your performance run has ended. Any items left over will be discarded at the discretion of the VTG staff.
4.) You must give VTG an accurate running time of your piece. This is very important as each group is composed according to your stated running times. The maximum running time for a piece is thirty (30) minutes. There is no minimum. Your submission can be a “slice of a piece” and does not have to be the full show. If your piece goes over its time, you could face disqualification from the festival. If accepted, you will be asked to verify the time again, two (2) weeks before tech. 
5.) VTG is a non-union company. If you choose to use Actors Equity Actors or Technicians, it is your responsibility to work that out with AEA and inform VTG of this. You will be asked to provide documentation from AEA to confirm that you are in good standing.  We will provide you with the necessary insurance documentation for this. 
6.) If there is something specific we should know about your show that is out of the ordinary, please put it here (i.e. not appropriate for children, splash water all over the audience, etc.). This will not disqualify it but will help us get a better idea of what to expect with your production. : ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7.) Please provide us with at Tag Line (no more than 2 sentences) that we can use to promote your piece if it is chosen for the festival: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8.) Has your piece ever been produced or had a reading? If so, when and where? With what company?________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
9.) Do you have all the necessary rights to perform your show? ____________________________________

10.) Is this a published work?  ________________________________________________________________

11.) What would your company hope to get out of this festival? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

THE NEW YORK AVANT-GARDE ARTS FESTIVAL 

Important Information Form:

(Print and Save As a Reference)
Technical/ Production: It is important that you keep your production simple. There will be a general light plot and you will have access to a CD sound system for sound. Storage is limited so you should do your best to keep your props to a minimum. Each play will have one (1) technical rehearsal that lasts for an hour. 
Publicity: Variations Theatre Group will publicize the festival and coordinate overall press relations, including critic attendance and general online promotion. You will be asked to submit publicity photos and PR materials so that we can send complete press packages to print and broadcast media. You are responsible for publicizing your own show through your own means. The more you promote your show, the larger potential you have for an audience/voters. 
Acceptance: All applicants will receive acceptance status notification (i.e. accepted, waitlisted, or declined). Notification of acceptance status will begin to be emailed immediately. At this time you will receive a release agreement to participate in the festival. You will have ten (10) days upon notification to sign the agreement and mail it to us along with your $300.00 NON-REFUNDABLE participation check. If your play is waitlisted, you will be notified as soon as a place in the festival becomes available. 
Responsibility: If your show is accepted into the festival, you will be required to produce your show. We are NOT producing your show, merely providing the festival in which your show will be presented. There is a possibility of your show being seen only two (2) times or up to four (4) times. Even if your piece does not advance to the Semi-Finals it may be given a second chance by the judges to perform in the Wild Card Night, in which three (3) pieces will receive a last second chance to win a spot in the finals. You or your producing organization must hire your own cast, crew, and staff, secure your own rights, and run your own rehearsals, performances, etc.
Scheduling: Each group will have approximately 3 or 4 plays depending upon submissions. The entire program will run no more than 105 minutes. Show Times for Monday thru Friday will be at 7:00pm and 9:00pm. Weekend shows start as early as 1pm and as late as 9pm. As plays move from Round 1 on, we will do our best to give each show an equal chance to perform at an early or late show. Please keep in mind that there is only a 5 minute downtime between shows and therefore, your change over has to be quick and efficient. Failure to do so could result in disqualification. 

Tickets: Tickets will be available online at www.variationstheatregroup.com .
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